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ment for kerseys was set out as 18 yards by i yard.1
Curiously enough the chief trouble with the assize of
kerseys, at least in the sixteenth century, was not short
measure, but over long, the explanation being that
kerseys paid export duty by the whole cloth, and it was
therefore to the merchant's advantage to pay duty on
a piece of 25 yards rather than to pay the same duty on
18 yards.2 Kerseys were largely made for export, and
a petition against restrictions tending to hamper foreign
trade was presented, about 1537, by the kersey weavers
of Berks., Oxon., Hants, Surrey, Sussex, and Yorkshire.3
These counties were the chief centres of the manufacture,
though Devonshire kersies were also made ; in Berk-
shire, Newbury was then the great seat of the industry,
and the kerseys of John Winchcombe (' Jack of New-
bury ') in particular had a more than local fame. Hamp-
shire kerseys was the generic name applied to these made
in Hampshire, Sussex, and Surrey, but in earlier times
the Isle of Wight had almost a monopoly of the manu-
facture in the district. The ulnage accounts for Hamp-
shire in 1394-5 give ninety names of clothiers for the
Isle of Wight,4 who made 600 kerseys, and no other kind
of cloth, and about a century later we find a draper
complaining that when he had bargained with a London
merchant for a certain number of ' kersys of Wyght '
worth £6 he had been put off with Welsh kerseys worth
only £4 135. 4^-5
1 Statutes, 4 Eclw. IV.	2  V. C. H. Surrey, ii. 343.
3	Ibid., 343-
4	Exch. K. R. Accts., 344, no. 10.    The output from Berks, for
the same period was 1,747 kerseys, of which Steventon accounted
for 574 and East and West Hendred for 520.    Ibid., 343, no. 24.
B Early Chanc. Proc., 140, no. 54.
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